DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

no notice of the Crown Prince's copy of the letter he
had sent his father,  and  merely made  two brief
memoranda on the subject.   The first referred to his
wife :   " Either she has herself attained to definite
views of her own as to the Government most advan-
tageous for Prussia, or she has succumbed to the
concerted influence of the Anglo-Coburg combina-
tion.   However this may be, she has decided upon
a course of opposition to the present Government/5
He commented on the Grown Prince with the same
bleak unconcern.   " The pretension that a warning
from  His  Royal Highness  should  outweigh  royal
decisions come to after serious and careful considera-
tion attributes undue importance to his own position
and   experience   as   compared   with   those   of his
Sovereign and father."   No more notice was taken
of the incident, and there was no question of the
Crown Prince and Princess having to leave Germany
and take refuge in England.   The Grown Princess
then thought that another species  of punishment
might be inflicted on them, and again she wrote to
her mother expressing her fears that she and Fritz
might not be allowed to visit England in the autumn,
lest  they   should   indulge   in   further   mischievous
activities there.   But these apprehensions were also
quite groundless.   She had yet to learn, and bitter
was the lesson, how impregnable is the defence of an
adversary who is armed with indifference.   There is
no joint in his harness, and it blunts the sharpest
arrow-head.   Neither Bismarck nor the King made
the smallest objection*   The Anglo-Coburgs might
do whatever they pleased ;   they were negligible*
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